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through the streets without seeing beggars in crowds; you see only
those that either with fear or trembling whisper to you as you pass of
their distresses, those with an absolutely impotent appearance upon
them.'171
The improvement noticeable in 1815 was rapid in the next ten years.
Place writes in 1825:
There is not now one beggar where there were ten or even twice ten. We
are no longer tormented by regular vagabonds who make themselves loathe-
some objects in the streets. Those who were not old enough some twelve
years ago ... to have noticed the beggars in the streets can scarcely believe it
possible that they should have existed in such large numbers and can form
no conception whatever of the horribly disgusting state in which they were.
The countenances of many of them distorted from disease or diseased on
purpose to produce pity, the sores . . . produced in the same way ... the
horrible contortions and distortions with which our streets abounded.172